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David K. Smythe Newdigate earthquake 
swarm – are there links 
with oil & gas activity? 
Conflicting views from 

academics, the Oil and Gas 
Authority and the British 

Geological Survey 

Extraction from the 
Kimmeridge Clay Formation at 
Horse Hill, Brockham, Dunsfold 

(planned), Balcombe, 
Broadford Bridge and more - 
What is really going on under 

our noses?

Prior to taking up the Chair of Geophysics 
at the University of Glasgow in 1988 David 
was employed by the British Geological 
Survey (BGS) in Edinburgh from 1973 to 
1987. He was a research scientist, rising to 
the post of Principal Scientific O�cer. 
David also gave geological advice to the 
Foreign & Commonwealth O�ce on 
matters pertaining to UK territorial claims 
o�shore during the early discoveries and 
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development of the North Sea. In the 
1990s he was closely involved in the 
search for a UK underground nuclear 
waste repository, and conducted an 
experimental 3D seismic reflection survey, 
which at the time was just emerging as an 
essential tool of the oil exploration indus-
try. Since his retirement from the universi-
ty in 1998 David has carried out private 
research, acted as a consultant to the oil 

industry for conventional exploration 
(2002-2011), and maintained an interest 
in the geological problems raised by 
nuclear waste disposal, shale gas explora-
tion and coal-bed methane exploration. 
Although he is now a French resident, 
David remains a British citizen, and takes 
an active interest in UK, French and 
foreign a�airs, as well as in various facets 
of scientific research.
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